
BAND MUSIC COURSES 
 

Instrumental Methods (Percussion Ensemble) 
Course Code: 270000 Grades 9-12 Credit: 1 Prerequisite: Play a percussion Instrument for 
1+ years or already read music. 
 
Students develop fundamental playing skills on percussion instruments in a supportive 
environment in the Instrumental Methods class. They receive special coaching in the areas 
of tone production, music reading, fingerings, and playing in an ensemble. Public 
performances are planned at the teacher’s discretion.  
 
Expected Hours of Homework: 2 hours per week  
 
A successful student is willing to try all of the percussion instruments and is willing to 
learn to read music.  
 
 
 
Performance Ensemble I (Concert Band) 
Course Code: 272000 Grades 9-12 Credit: 1 Prerequisite: Play a wind instrument for 1+ 
years.  
 
This performance-oriented band participates in concert appearances and Virginia Music 
Education Association events. Students continue the in-depth mastery of basic 
fundamentals of music while preparing pieces for performances. As a co-curricular 
ensemble, performances and rehearsals outside regular school hours are required.  
 
Expected Hours of Homework: 2 hours per week  
 
A successful student enjoys playing their instrument and works well in a teacher-directed 
musical environment.  
 
 
 
Performance Ensemble II (Symphonic Band) 
Course Code: 274000 Grades 9-12 Credit: 1 Prerequisite: Teacher 
Recommendation/Audition  
 
Students in this class expand their knowledge and skills of instrumental techniques, tone 
production, musical interpretation, and ensemble/solo performance to an advanced level. 
Performance Ensemble II is a performance-oriented class, and students are active in 
numerous concerts and events. As a cocurricular ensemble, performances and rehearsals 
outside regular school hours are a requirement.  
 
Expected Hours of Homework: 2 hours per week  
 



A successful student enjoys playing their instrument and is very self-motivated to improve 
their individual musical skills, as well as playing music from a variety of styles and 
complexity.  
 
 
 
Jazz Ensemble  
Course Code: 276000 Grades 9-12 Credit: 1 Prerequisite: Teacher 
Recommendation/Audition  
 
The basic fundamentals of jazz—theory, interpretation, improvisation, and other 
techniques—are covered in this performance-oriented class. As a co-curricular ensemble, 
performances and rehearsals outside regular school hours are a requirement.  
 
Expected Hours of Homework: 2 hours per week  
 
A successful student is self-motivated in music and is willing to try new musical ideas and 
challenges.  
 
 
 
 
 


